EQUALITY AND KNOWLEDGE

see; we are bewildered by the natural ignorance which
hides from us the eternal self-knowledge of the
Brahman secret within our being. But knowledge
comes to its persistent seeker and removes the natural
self-ignorance; it shines out like a long-hidden sun
and lights up to our vision that self-being supreme
beyond the dualities of this lower existence, adityawt
prakdiayati tat param.   By a long whole-hearted
endeavour, by directing our whole conscious being to
that, by making that our whole aim, by turning it
into the whole object of our discerning mind and so
seeing it not only in ourselves but everywhere, we
become one thought and self with that, tad-buddhayas
tad-dtmdnah, we are washed clean of all the darkness
and suffering of the lower man by the waters of
knowledge,1 fndna-ni'ydhuta-kalmasdh.

The result is, says the Gita, a perfect equality to
all things and all persons; and then only can we
repose our works completely in the Brahman. For the
Brahman is equal, samam brahma, and it is only
when we ha\e this perfect equality, sdmye sthitam
manah, "seeing with an equal eye the learned and
cultured Brahman, the cow, the elephant, the dog,
the outcaste ' and knowing all as one Brahman, that
we can, living in that oneness, see like the Brahman
our works proceeding from the nature freely without
am fear of attachment, sin or bondage. Sin and stain
then cannot be; for we have overcome that creation

1 The Rigveda so speaks of the streams of the Truth, the
waters that have perfect knowledge, the waters that are full of
the divine sunlight, riasya dhdiah, apo vwetasah, svaivaUr
apah  What are here metaphors, are there concrete symbols
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